The attack was to be led by the 6th Brigade consisting of the Cameron Highlanders, the battered South
Saskatchewan Regiment and the even more battered Fusiliers Mont-Royal, who despite being very understrength were assigned to lead the attack on the centre. This third major operation opened on October 24,
when the 2nd Canadian Infantry Division began its advance down the South Beveland peninsula. The
Canadians hoped to advance rapidly, bypassing opposition and seizing bridgeheads over the Kanaal door
Zuid-Beveland (Canal through South Beveland), but they too were slowed by mines, mud and strong enemy
defences.
The war diary of the Fusiliers Mont-Royal reports simply that the regiment had taken "heavy casualties", the
Cameron Highlanders reported "stiff opposition" from the 6th Parachute Regiment of the Luftwaffe, while the
South Saskatchewan Regiment reported: "The county over which we had come was not the kind you dream
about to make an attack in as it was partly wooded, partly open, and it had many buildings, ditches, etc".
Joining the 6th Brigade later that day were the 5th Brigade, with the Calgary Highlanders leading the assault
and reporting the "remnants" of two platoons that had advanced beyond the dyke to be joined by the Black
Watch when night fell. The Royal Regiment had seized its start-line during the night and in the early morning
was joined by the Essex Scottish Regiment and the Fort Garry Horse Regiment to make a slow advance
supported by heavy artillery fire.
On October 25, the Essex Scottish Regiment reported that 120 Germans had surrendered and that the "tough
shell of defenses at the narrowest point of the peninsula was broken". On October 26, the 70th Infantry
Division's commander General Wilhelm Daser reported to Rundstedt that the situation was untenable, and
that retreat was unavoidable.
An amphibious attack was made across the Western Scheldt by the British 52nd (Lowland) Division to get in
behind the German's Canal through South Beveland defensive positions. The 156th West Scottish Brigade
described the Dutch countryside as "extremely difficult", but also noted that German morale was poor, stating
that they had expected the Wehrmacht to fight harder and that most of their casualties were coming from
mines and booby-traps. With the formidable German defence outflanked, the Canadian 6th Infantry Brigade
began a frontal attack in assault boats. The engineers were able to bridge the canal on the main road.
With the canal line gone, the German defense crumbled and South Beveland was cleared. The third phase
of the Battle of the Scheldt was now complete. Daser ordered his men to retreat and make a stand on
"Fortress Walcheren"
(Terry & Vogel, Robert, Maple Leaf Route: Scheldt, Alma: Maple Leaf Route, 1985 pages 58-59.)
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